
INNER WHEEL INFORMATION 

 

WHAT IS INNER WHEEL 
 

• Inner Wheel Clubs are located throughout the world including the womenfolk of Rotarians 

• Inner Wheel concentrates on Friendship and Personal Service. 

• It is not a money raising organisation but each Club selects its own charities and channels of service. 

• One of the greatest features of Inner Wheel is the opportunity given to its wide range of Members to get to 
know one another thus contributing to International Friendship and Understanding. 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
The first Rotary Club was formed in Chicago (USA) by Paul Harris in the year 1905. The Rotary movement began to 

spread at first in the USA and then to other continents. Gradually there were eight Rotary Clubs in the British Isles. 
More and more Clubs came up in the succeeding years. Rotarians sought the help of their wives in their activities. Thus 
in early 1920, wives of the Rotarians of Great Britain came out to help their husbands in different community services 

undertaken by them. But these types of activities were confined to the Rotarians and the assistance of their wives was 
required only occasionally. So some ladies in different Rotary Clubs thought of organising a Club which would enable 
them not only to assist their husbands’ working Rotary in a better way but also to undertake some service on their 
own.  

 

FORMATION OF INNER WHEEL 
 
A few isolated Clubs started work on their own. It was the wives of the Rotarians of the Rotary Club of Manchester 

who gave a new turning to the future of Inner Wheel movement. They called a meeting on November 15, 1923 at 
Harriotts Turkish Baths, 10, South Parade, Manchester for the “proposed formation of a Ladies Rotary Club of 
Manchester.” On that day, a Committee was formed with Mrs. Oliver Golding as Chairman and Mrs. W.A. Nixon as 

Secretary and Treasurer. The Members of the Club worked in an organised way. The next meeting was held on 10th 

January, 1924 and at the first Official Meeting of the ladies, the name “Inner Wheel” was chosen and its emblem was 

rightfully decided to be a wheel inside the wheel of Rotary. Mrs. Oliver Golding and Mrs. Nixon became the first 

President and Secretary of the Inner Wheel Club of Manchester-the first Inner Wheel Club in the world. 

Mrs. Golding came forward within two ideas “Friendship” and “Service” and these have remained as the major 

objectives of Inner Wheel. 
 
Since 1924, it has been a forward march. The wheel moving and spinning merrily from one country to another. Soon 

Clubs were grouped into Districts and Districts together formed an Association. In 1928, the first Inner Wheel 

District ‘District 5’ was formed and Mrs. Golding became the first Chairman. From that time onwards, the 
Inner Wheel movement took a new shape. Rotary helped Inner Wheel very much. Many Rotary Districts permitted the 
corresponding Districts to hold their meetings during the period of their conference. In 1946, Mrs. Paul Harris, became 
an Honorary Member of the Inner Wheel Club of Edinborough, her native city.  

 

INTERNATIONAL 

 

Inner Wheel became International in 1931, with the formation of a Club at Ballarat, Australia, International 

Inner Wheel was formed in 1967. When the first Conference was held at Brighton, Mrs. Lavender Weightman 

became the first International Inner Wheel President. Since the formation of International Inner Wheel, it 

expanded so much that Clubs are now found in all the five continents. The first Association of Inner Wheel Clubs 

in Great Britain and Ireland was formed in 1934.  
 
The first Rotary International Convention was held at Birmingham, England in 1984 and that was the first occasion on 
which Inner Wheel had been invited to be represented at a Rotary convention. The then, International Inner Wheel 

President, Mrs. Esther Vibal, called it a “historical first.” The first International Inner Wheel Convention was 

held at Florida, USA in 1985. 

 

SPREAD IN INDIA 
 

In India, the Inner Wheel movement started in Ahmedabad in 1955. The second Club was formed at Calcutta. 

The first District in our country was inaugurated in Gujarat as District 75, with Mrs. Asma Maskati as its 

founder Chairman. District 75 was later numbered to 305. The First National Council in India was formed in 

1969 with 4 Districts. The Association of Inner Wheel clubs in India and Sri Lanka came into existence in 1975 with 
10 Districts and its founder President was Mrs. Raksha Mehta of District 314.  In 1984, we had 13 Districts in our 

Association. However, with re-districting in 1905, the Association now has 27 Districts.  



BASIC RULES OF INNER WHEEL 
 
1. The International Constitution shall be binding on all its Members.  
2. The name shall be ‘INTERNATIONAL INNER WHEEL’. 

3. The Inner Wheel year shall be from July 1 to June 30. 
4. Inner Wheel shall not be sectarian or party political. 
5. There shall be a standard nomenclature for all offices at International, National, District and Club level. 

6. The official language is English. 

OBJECTIVES 

 

• To Promote True Friendship. 

• To Encourage the Ideals of Personal Service. 

• To Foster International Understanding. 
 

HOW IS A NEW CLUB FORMED? 

 

• Minimum 10 Members are required to form a new Club. 

• Then an Inaugural Meeting is called for, the date is noted and Club Officers are elected. 

• The District Chairman or District Extension Service Organiser informs the newly formed Club about the 
working of Inner Wheel and hands over the Guidelines and Constitution books to them. 

• Dues are collected and sent to District Treasurer, who sends it to Association and from there it is sent to 
International Inner Wheel. 

• When International Inner Wheel receives the dues, the Charter is duly sent and a new Inner Wheel Club 
comes into existence.  

 

MEMBERSHIP 

A. Active Members 

 
Active Membership may be retained or taken up by the following provided that they are over 18 years:  
 

(a) A female who is or was related to a Rotarian / former Rotarian, Inner Wheel Member / former Inner 
Wheel Member / aims to simplify, clarify categories of membership. 

(b) The female partner of a male Rotarian. Membership may be retained or taken up again despite the 
resignation or death of the Rotarian / Inner Wheel Member.  

(c) A female who have been invited to join provided that a majority of the Club Members agree. 

(d) A female Rotarian or former female Rotarian.  
(e) Former female Member of Rotaract or the wife / mother of a Member of Rotaract. 
(f) A female who has participated in a programme of Rotary International, such as Students Exchange 

Ambassadorial Scholarships and Group Study Exchange (GSE) – and who has been personally invited 
to join. 

 

B. Honoured Active Members 

 
A Club may confer Honoured Active Membership on an Active Member who has given outstanding service to 
Inner Wheel and pay her dues for the year in which Honoured Active Membership is awarded. She retains the 
status of Honoured Active Member in the following years and pays her own dues. She retains all rights of 
Active Membership. 

 

C. Honorary Members 

 
Clubs may invite upto four persons whom they wish to honour to become Honorary Members. Such 
Members shall be subject to re-election annually. Honorary members have not vote and cannot hold any office 
in Club.  

 

D. Transfers 

 
An Active member may take a: 
 
(a) transfer to a nearby Club with both Clubs and Districts Committee agreeing to it; 

(b) remain in her present Club should the Rotarian change his Club or a Club corresponding to the 
Rotarian’s Club be formed.  

 



E. Retirement 
When an elderly Member is no longer able to continue through sickness or infirmity, she may be termed 
‘retired’ rather than ‘resigned’. 
 

F. Termination of Membership 
Active Membership terminates on failure to pay the annual subscription by 31st December. 
 

G. Restriction of Office 
An Inner Wheel Member who is also a Member of Rotary cannot serve in two elected positions in Inner 
Wheel and Rotary in the same year. 

 

STRUCTURE OF INNER WHEEL 

 

1. International  

 

Comprises the Board and the Board Directors 

 

• President 

• Vice-President 

• Immediate Past President 

• Treasurer  

• Chairman of the Constitution Committee 

 

Board Directors 

 

• Sixteen Directors. 
 
A Board Director must be a National representative, a Past National Representative or a Past International 

Inner Wheel Board Member 

 

Editor / Media Manager 
 

Is responsible for the IIW Website, media output and promotional documents therefore she must have 
advanced computer skills and editorial skills, expertise in modern technology, graphics software, desktop 

publishing and layout.  
 

2. Association 

 

Comprises the Executive Committee and the Council 
 

Executive Committee 
 

• President 

• Immediate Past President 

• Vice President  

• Hon Secretary  

• Hon Treasurer  
 

The Council 

 

• All Immediate Past Chairmen of the Districts are Members of this Council. They are called Association 
Council Members. 

 

3. Districts  

 

• Comprises the Executive Committee and the District Committee 

 

Executive Committee 

 

• District Chairman 

• Vice Chairman 



• Association Council Member (AC Member) 

• Secretary  

• Treasurer 

• International Service Organiser (ISO) 

• Editor  

• Extension Service Chairman 

 

District Committee 

 

• All Voting Delegates (Minimum 2 Voting Delegates from each Club) 

 

4. Club  
Comprises the Executive Committee and the General Body 

 

CLUB RULES 
 

• Governing Body – the Executive Committee. 
A. Officers: 

President 
Vice President 

Immediate Past President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

 
B. Other Members: 

Correspondent 
International Service Organiser 
Not more than 6 other Members  

 

• Qualification 

 

President and Vice-President: 
 

Must have served on the Executive Committee for at least one year at the time of taking office.  
 

PRESIDENT: 

 
A. The President shall be nominated and elected for one year. A future year may be allowed by the 

International Inner Wheel Executive Committee in special circumstances, [Permission to be 

requested through the District Committee]. Where there is a National Governing Body, Clubs apply 
through their District to the National Governing Body. 
 

B. In the event of a vacancy, the Vice-President shall succeed.  
 

VICE PRESIDENT: 

 
To be nominated and elected annually and shall not serve for more than two consecutive years.  
 

SECRETARY:  

 
The Secretary shall be nominated and elected for one year but shall be eligible for re-election annually for a 
maximum period of three consecutive years.  
 

TREASURER: 

 

The Treasurer shall be nominated and elected for one year but shall be eligible for re-election annually for a 
maximum period of three consecutive years.  

 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: 

 
The Immediate Past President shall not be eligible for election to any office in the Club or to the Executive 

Committee for the year following her period as Immediate Past President.  



CORRESPONDENT AND CLUB INTERNATIONAL SERVICE ORGANISER  

 
Shall be nominated and elected for one year but shall be eligible for re-election annually for a maximum 
period of three consecutive years.  

 

OTHER MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

 
All other Members of the Executive Committee shall be nominated and elected for one year but shall be 
eligible for re-election for a maximum period of two consecutive years.  
 

VOTING DELEGATES TO THE DISTRICT COMMITTEE 

 
A. Voting Delegates must have served on the Executive Committee of a Club for at least one year at the 

time of nomination.  

B. They may not serve for more than three consecutive years unless elected to the District Executive. 
 

VOTING 

  
A. Voting at elections shall be by ballot 
B. Other voting shall be by show of hands unless otherwise demanded by not less than one-third of 

those present and entitled to vote 
C. In the event of the votes being equal, the President shall have the casting vote 

D. No proxies are allowed.  
 

QUORUM 

 

A. 4 members of the Executive Committee of whom at least 2 shall be Officers of the Club 
B. 20% of the members of the Club.  

 

FINANCE AND AUDIT 

  
A. The financial year shall be from July 1 to June 30. 

B. Dues  
Each member shall pay an annual subscription agreed by the Club, due on 1st July 
 
Members failing to pay within 3 months shall be notified in writing by the Secretary 
 

New Members joining during the year may pay a reduced subscription at the discretion of the 
Executive Committee. 

 

C. Expenses 
 
Expenses incurred in carrying out the work of the Club shall be met from the funds of the Clubs 

  
D. Payments 

 

Payments from the funds of the Club shall be made by cheque signed by either of the following 
Officers: the President and Treasurer or Secretary and Treasurer. 

 

E. Audit 
 
The Accounts of the Club shall be audited and copies circulated to Members at least 4 days before 
the Annual General Meeting.  

 

RESIGNATION 

 
A month’s notice of resignation must be given in writing to the Secretary before the end of May. The 
subscription and any indebtedness to the Club shall be paid at the end of the year in which the notice 

expires.  

 

  



DUTIES OF CLUB OFFICERS 

 

A. PRESIDENT: 

 
(i) Presides at all Club meetings  

(ii) Supervises the work and activities of Club 
(iii) Should have sound knowledge of Inner Wheel 
(iv) Should try to increase membership 
(v) Should be prompt in correspondence   

 

B. VICE PRESIDENT: 

 
(i) Deputies for President whenever necessary 
(ii) Gains useful knowledge and experience by helping the President  

 

C. SECRETARY: 

 
(i) Prepares Agenda and sends out notices for meeting  
(ii) Keeps Minutes of Meetings 
(iii) Prepares annual report 

(iv) Deals promptly with all general correspondence  
(v) Maintains attendance of Members 

  

D. TREASURER: 

 
(i) Receives all monies and fees 

(ii) Is custodian of the funds of the Club  
(iii) Sends District and IIW subscription to the District Treasurer on time  

(iv) Maintains two accounts – Administrative Account and Charity Account 
(v) Gets the accounts audited at the end of the year 
(vi) And present it to the Club.  

 

E. IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: 

 
The Immediate Past President provides continuity to the Club’s administration. She provides her experience 
and knowledge to the ruling president. She cannot hold any office in her Club in the year following her term as 
Immediate Past President. 

 

MEETING AT CLUB LEVEL 

 

Suggested procedure for Club Meetings: 

• IW Prayer  

• President’s opening remarks  

• Apologies for absence 

• Minutes to be read, confirmed and signed 

• Matters arising  

• Correspondence 

• Reports  

• Any other business. 



SEATING ARRANGEMENT AT CLUB LEVEL 

 

H G F A B C D E 

 
A: Club President   IW dignitary like IW or 

B: Vice President   Association President etc 
C: Chief Guest G: Guest of Honour or Club Treasurer  
D: Immediate Past President  H: International Services Organiser (ISO) 
E: Club Secretary  
F: District Chairman / Any other   
 

A Club meeting should begin with the words. “The Meeting is called to order” and should end with the words, 

“Meeting is closed or adjourned”. 
 

MEETINGS: 
 
A. Meetings of the Executive Committee shall be held as often as necessary. Special Meetings may be called by the 

President, or when requested by two Members of the Committee.  
 
B. Meetings of the Club shall be held as agreed by Members. Special meetings may be called by the President, or 

when requested by not less than 20% of the members. At least 48 hours’ notice shall be given. 
 
C. An Annual General Meeting shall be held before 30th June.  

 

INNER WHEEL EVENTS 
 

1. International Inner Wheel Convention 
International Convention is held every third year. 

 

2. Triennial Conference   
Triennial Conferences are held every third year in India since 1977. The first Triennial Conference was held in 
1977 at Bombay and the last was held in 2019 at Pune. 
  

3. District Assembly 
The District Assembly is held in the new Inner Wheel year. It is an orientation programme for incoming Club 

Officers to help them perform well during the year.  
 

4. Intercity Meetings 
Intercity Meetings in a District are Zonal level Club meetings 
 

5. District Conference 

A District Conference is a big social event in the year. It mixes business with pleasure. Elections of new 
District Officers’ takes place at this meeting.  
 

6. District Rally 
A rally is a gathering of Clubs in the District. It is not a business meeting but more of a fellowship meeting. 
  

7. Inter District Intercity Meeting, International Service Meetings or Inter-country meetings are also 
gatherings for fellowship. 

 

8. Club Anniversary or Charter Night  
The date of Registration and the date of the Inaugural Meeting are shown on the Charter and either may be 
regarded as the official anniversary of the Club. Sometimes a special anniversary celebration can also be held 

and this gives an opportunity to renew the aims and objects of Inner Wheel.  
 

COLOUR OF BADGES AND COLLARS 
 

• Colour of Inner Wheel emblem, badges and collar should be uniform 

• Light blue for Districts and Royal blue for Clubs 

• Lapel pins must be worn at all meetings. If chairing a meeting, then collar must  be worn 

• Only badges of approved designs are permitted and these should be worn at Inner Wheel meetings and 

functions 



• Members are encouraged to regularly wear the approved miniature lapel badges, especially when traveling.  
 

PROTOCOL IN INNER WHEEL 
 
Inner Wheel is such a lovely organisation and being members of such an organisation is sheer pleasure. Inner Wheel 

gives us enjoyment, happiness, confidence, satisfaction of contributing in our own small way. Friendship, pleasure of 
service, develops our broad perspective of life, gives us a feeling of belongingness, care, love…. 
 
If Inner Wheel can give us so much and much more… then what can we give to our worthy organisation? The least we 
can give is follow its rules and regulations. Protocol is very important in Inner Wheel just as it is important in our daily 
lives. Inner Wheel would be far more enjoyable and endearing experience if we would follow the Bye-laws and the 

Constitution.  
 

Protocol can be divided into three main areas – viz  
(i) Principles  (ii) Moral codes and   (iii) Conventions 
 
Protocol in Inner Wheel comprises  

1. Seating arrangements at various levels  
2. Addressing Inner Wheel dignitaries  

3. Visits by Inner Wheel dignitaries  
4. Correspondence 
5. Conducting meetings, … etc.   
 

PROTOCOL AT CLUB LEVEL 
 

• Correspondence should be made through proper channel. Clubs should correspond with the Association or 
International Inner Wheel only through the District. Only greeting cards, invitation cards, newsletters to be 
sent directly.  

• It is usual for Clubs to meet monthly, though some Clubs do prefer to meet fortnightly.  

• At speaker meetings, the business items should be transacted before the speaker arrives. 

• The Club President presides at all Club functions – Installation, Monthly meetings etc. 

• The President must always be addressed first. All others, including the Chief Guest should be addressed after 

her.  

• If the District Chairman or Association President is present, address her after the Club President. If both are 
present the Association President should be addressed first and then the District Chairman. 

• The President must wear her collar at all Club functions. 

• Be prompt in replying. 

• Each invitation card of the Club must have at least one full RSVP address with pin code and telephone number 
for acknowledging the same. 

• When any Inner Wheel dignitary is invited the Club President must receive her. 

• Club Presidents must wear their President’s collar during District Chairman’s official visit. 

• Club Bulletin and invitation cards must carry addresses of the President, Editor and Secretary. 

• While referring to Club Officers, do not address them as “My Secretary”, “Treasurer” etc. but as “Club 
Secretary”, “Club Treasurer”. 

• Correspondence should be made through proper Channel. District Chairman should correspond to IIW 
through Association President. Only greeting cards, invitation cards, newsletters should be sent directly. 

Nothing else.  

• District Chairman must maintain Xerox copies of Clubs Charters and should be passed on to the incoming 
Chairman.  

 

GENERAL PROTOCOL 
 

• We are members of Inner Wheel. We are not Inner Wheelers. 

• No. 0 (zero) to be added after a District Number. 

• Club Charter to be handed at the Club Installation.  

• Inner Wheel prayer to be read at the start of an Inner Wheel meeting. 

• Do not ask invited Inner Wheel dignitary or guests for any contribution, raffles etc. 

• Incoming Club / District Officers should address themselves as President Elect / Chairman Elect etc. till June 

30. 

• Members of the Executive Committee of International Inner Wheel shall not hold any elected office at the 
National Body, District or Club level.  



• Please note that the Governing Body of International Inner Wheel only is called “Board”. The Governing 
Bodies of Association / District and Club are called “Executive Committees”. 

• The term “International Inner Wheel” must not be used by National Governing Body / District or Club.  

• On Page 49 of Constitution and Hand Book 2018 (International) it states in the 2nd paragraph that, also on 
pages 64 & 65 regarding using IIW on Facebook, it mentions International Inner Wheel several times and how 
it should be used. International Inner Wheel should not be using unless the members participate at 
International level.  

 

INNER WHEEL PROMOTION 
 

Branding Inner Wheel 

• Promote Services under Inner Wheel Branding. 

• Inner Wheel Banners to be displayed  

• Publicising Inner Wheel Objectives & Ideals 

• Inner Wheel promoting materials 

• Create sustainable Service Projects 

• Publicise Inner Wheel on Social Media viz. Facebook, Twitter, etc. 
 

Expansion & Membership Growth 

• Focus on Retention of Members 

• Each Member should bring in one new Member – collectively Inner Wheel will have more Members – quality 

Members. 
 

Environment Protection 

• Encourage use of Recycled paper 

• Encourage Rainwater Harvesting. 
 

Care for Girl Child 

• Right to Birth 

• Right to Education 

• Right for Vocational Education 

• Empower the weaker women 

• Employment – Financial Empowerment 

• Promote Fellowship, Friendship & Exchange Programmes 
 

Friends care about each other,  
Friend share with each other – they share their time, their talents, their compassion, their energy. 
Friends share ideas and resources,  
Friends share your vision and dreams 
Friends help you to achieve your goals 
Friends do not notice creed or colour 

Friend (ships) bridge geographic boundaries  
Friends want to make your life better, wherever you live, whatever you do 

 

WHAT INNER WHEEL LOGO MEANS TO US 
 

The Official Emblem consists of 2 gear wheels one inside the other, with 6 spokes radiating outward from the centre 
hub.  There are 24 teeth on cogs on both inner and outer wheels. The word “Inner” appears at the top and the word 
“Wheel” at the bottom of the rim. 

 
The colours of the Emblem are blue and gold with the Emblem in gold, the rims of the inner wheel and outer wheel in 
royal blue colour and the words “Inner” and “Wheel” in gold lettering.  “The LOGO is obviously a gear wheel.  The 
outer teeth of the wheel represent the Clubs around the world.  If one of these teeth breaks off, the gear may slip a bit, 
but it still works.  The 6 spokes represent the officers and service Committees and even if one of these fails the 
movement will continue.  The Inner teeth of the GEAR WHEEL represent the links with other organisation, charities 

and the work we do.  If one of these teeth breaks, the rest will continue to benefit.  The Dot in the middle represents 
the Individual Members, the hub will fail and nothing will work without it”.  
 

So don’t forget to oil the HUB, which helps to make the gear run smoothly.  The colour is also important which is 
ROYAL BLUE for the Clubs and LIGHT BLUE for the Districts. 
 


